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FALL & WINTER
RIO GRANDE
ARTS & CRAFTS
FESTIVALS

18TH ANNUAL
BALLOON FIESTA SHOW
OCTober 6, 7, 8,
& 13, 14, 15, 2006
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7TH ANNUAL
HOLIDAY SHOW

DECEMBER 1, 2, 3, 2006
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ALBUQUERQUE,
NEW MEXICO

           



ùùùù General Information ùùùù

Eligibility
The jurying committee will review the slides and photos of each
entrant and select exhibitors based on ranked jury point totals.
The following criteria will be taken into consideration: quality of
work, mastery of medium, originality, artistic design and mar-
ketability. Work exhibited must be consistent with that shown in
slides or photos. At least 30% of the spaces will be reserved
for new exhibitors. 

Works may incorporate some commercially produced
parts, but the work’s design and execution must be primarily
the product of the exhibiting artist’s skill. Categories are limit-
ed. Once each category is full, an alternate list will be compiled, and
these alternates will be offered spaces as they become available.

No imports or manufactured items will be accepted. Novelty
items with reproductions of the exhibitor’s artwork on them (art
tiles, mugs, etc.) must be listed specifically on the entry form and
submitted with additional photos for consideration by the jury.
These items may not make up more than 15% of items displayed
in booth. 
Application ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

For each medium to be displayed, applicants (whether pre-
viously juried or not) must submit five slides or photos rep-
resentative of the quality and variety of their work, plus a photo
of their booth display. Digital images are strongly encouraged.
Images should be JPEG, 300 dpi, 3Nx5N or 4Nx6.N They may be e-
mailed to photos@riograndefestivals.com. For assistance in con-
verting slides or photos look under “Photo Finishing” in your
Yellow Pages. All images must be labeled, and must show work
that has been completed within the last 2 years. 

These will be kept on file for 2 years for accepted exhibitors,
then new slides/photos MUST be submitted with application.
Upon acceptance, the committee will choose one image suitable
for the website (proper lighting, strong colors, and plain back-
ground will work best). Include a biographical sketch or resume,
as well as a description of the artistic process if it is not apparent. 

Two checks should accompany each application: a $20.00 non-
refundable entry fee (applies to new exhibitors and previous
exhibitors who have not participated for one year), and a deposit
equal to half of the booth fee (refundable, if not accepted). Booth
fees may be charged on MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or
American Express (credit orders are subject to 3.75% handling fee).

Two exhibitors may share a booth ($75 charge per addi-
tional exhibitor per weekend) only upon prior approval of the
jurying committee. Submit one entry form per exhibitor. Please
designate one person as responsible for the fees.

Booth types, sizes and weekend requests will be hon-
ored in the order received, provided booth fees have been
paid in full by the deadlines. The opportunity to request electric-
ity and corner spaces will be provided with the acceptance letter.
Advertising & Publicity ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Our festival advertising is excellent. Billboards go up all over the
city a month ahead. Television and radio ads on the top stations
begin two weeks ahead of show time. Newspaper ads serve as
reminders as the Festival draws near. All ads refer to our website,
where customers can view our artists gallery for the show. 

Our publicity campaign results in coverage on local televi-
sion stations as well as dozens of magazines and newspapers
around the state. In addition, a postcard mailing to 45,000 repeat
Festival customers offers $1.00 off Festival admission. Postcards
are provided for exhibitors to distribute to their customers. 
Upcoming Festival ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Our 19th Annual Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival
Spring show will be held March 9, 10, & 11, 2007 at EXPO
New Mexico. Applications will be mailed in mid-September, and
will be due November 1, 2006.

For more information, please write to:
Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival

3709 Westerfield NE, Suite A, Albuquerque, NM 87111
or call: (505) 292-7457 or email: RGACF@nmia.com

ùùù Guidelines & Regulations ùùù

SET-UP – OCTOBER
Thursdays – October 5 & 12 – Setup 10 am - 6 pm
Fridays – October 6 & 13 – Finishing Touches 7am - 8:30 am – Show opens 9am
SET-UP – December ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Thursday, November 30 – Setup 10 am - 7 pm
Friday, December 1 – Finishing Touches 7am - 9am – Show opens 10am
Exhibitors who have not pre-arranged Friday morning set-up and who have not
called or checked in by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday will be considered a no-show and
will forfeit their booth.
BOOTH DISPLAYS & STRUCTURES ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Work that is presented attractively can be an important factor in sales as well as a
positive contribution to the overall appearance of the show. Please plan your booth
carefully and make sure it’s attractive and easy for customers to come in and look
at your work.
• Each booth must have solid display panels or draping on the back and sides to 

create a partition between booths as well as a backdrop behind it. Exhibitors 
who do not provide partitions must rent pipe and draping from the Festival.

• Tables must be covered or skirted to the floor on all sides showing, with a 
suitable, professional looking cover.

• Materials must be fire-proofed. Pipe and drape, which is fire-proofed, is available to rent.
• Display a sign with your name or your company name.
• Carpet is recommended for the December show. Please secure edges with tape.
• No “Sale” or “Discount” signs. All signs should look professional.
• No signs or flyers advertising other shows or businesses are allowed.
• Displays must be contained within the boundaries of the booth and may not 

interfere with adjacent booths in any way (no overhangs or extensions).
• Do not attach anything to the tent walls or the exhibit hall walls.
• Do not pin, tape or otherwise attach anything to rented draping material.
• Exhibitor will reimburse Festival for inflicting damage to premises or equipment.
• All exhibitors are responsible for keeping their area clean during show hours, 

including clean-up at end of show.
ELECTRICITY & LIGHTING ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

October electricity is $65 per weekend. Electricity is not available to outdoor
booths. December electricity is $40. There is a 400 watt limit, strictly enforced.
Anyone not complying with the wattage limit will lose electrical privileges.
Electricity fee will be billed with second half of payment. Option to order elec-
tricity will be sent with acceptance letter.
SECURITY ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Overnight security for shows will be provided, but each artist is ultimately respon-
sible for his own work. There will be full-time security during the week in October;
however, anything left inside the tent during the week is at the exhibitor’s risk.
Neither the Festival nor its employees, directors, volunteers or insurance company
are financially liable for losses or damages of any kind. Exhibitors should make
arrangements with their own insurance companies for proper coverage. Exhibitors
must cover and secure their inventory left during the week (in October) to protect
it from wind and rain. Outdoor booths should break down between weeks, but may
leave some display items and covered inventory in lowered canopies.
SALES TAX & BUSINESS REGISTRATION ùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Sales tax in NM is 6.75%. You are responsible for collecting and reporting it. We will
have tax packets available for you. City of Albuquerque business registration license
(required for the October show only) is $35. The form will be included in accep-
tance packets.
RESTRICTIONS ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Festival Management reserves the right to remove items that have been falsely
entered or are found to be manufactured, imported, not made by the artist, or any
that are unsuitable or objectionable for a family-oriented Festival. This includes
music, noise, scents, printed materials or anything else that the management finds
objectionable. Refunds will not be given in these cases. Music booths must provide
headphones for customers to listen to the music. Live musical demonstrations
must be limited to a total of 15 minutes per hour. No pets or unattended children
are allowed at the festivals. Children must stay with you in your booth and are not
to be roaming around the show. Children may visit the Kid’s Creation Station, but
not for more than one hour per day total.
CANCELLATION POLICY ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

Cancellations must be received by writing or calling our office by June 15 for the
October show, and July 15 for the December show. After we have received the
request, a refund will be made less a $100 penalty. After above mentioned dates,
refunds will be made for 50% of the booth fees. Six weeks before opening day of
the show, refunds drop to 20% of the total fees. This policy also applies to
exhibitors who have signed up for both weekends of the October show and cancel
one weekend. If total booth fees are not received in our office by designated dead-
line, booth may be cancelled and resold without refund.
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October Entry Form ù Deadline April 10, 2006
Applications accepted on an alternate basis only after this date.

Please fill out this entry form and mail to:
Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival

3709 Westerfield NE, Suite A, Albuquerque, NM 87111
Name PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Business Name PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Address PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

City PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP State PPPPPPPPP Zip PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Phone PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Cell PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

email PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

I plan to share a booth with PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

If sharing, list person responsible for payment PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

List all items to be exhibited PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

NOTE:  The opportunity to request corners and electricity will be
provided with acceptance letter.

CHECKLIST
! Entry Form Completed
! 6 slides or photos enclosed (including booth display) OR
! 6 digital images e-mailed to photos@riograndefestivals.com

(300 dpi JPEG, 3Nx5N or 4Nx6N)

! My booth display can work in 8’ or 10’ deep space: ! yes ! no
! Deposit equal to half booth fee enclosed $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! $20.00 Entry Fee – Separate Check (2005 exhibitors exempt) $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! $75.00 Sharing Fee per extra person per weekend $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! $50.00 to guarantee single weekend choice $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! TOTAL AMOUNT PAID $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! Please charge to my Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card or

American Express (subject to 3.75% handling fee)

# PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Exp. Date PPPPPPPP Customer Code PPPPPPPPPPP

Amount PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Signature PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Make check or money order payable to:
Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival. Thank You!

RISK & LIABILITY ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

I have read and I agree to the Risk & Liability, guidelines and regulations in
this brochure.
Signature PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Date PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Circle 2 booth sizes/types and number in order of preference.
(Some booth sizes/types not available for one weekend.)

TYPE SIZE SINGLE WKND BOTH WKND ORDER OF
PRICE PRICE PREFERENCE

10x10 $550 $1100 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

15x10 $785 $1570 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

8x8 N/A $800 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

10x8 $440 $880 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

12x8 N/A $1050 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

16x8 N/A $1400 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

16x4
draped $425 $850 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

10x10 $395 $700 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

15x10 $600 $1050 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

20x10 $800 $1400 PPPPPPPPPPPPP

Weekend Preferences 
! Both Weekends

Single Weekend Requests:
! 1st Weekend Guaranteed $50 Guarantee Fee must be included with deposit
! 2nd Weekend Guaranteed $50 Guarantee Fee must be included with deposit

! Flexible, either weekend, prefer 1st weekend
! Flexible, either weekend, prefer 2nd weekend

10’ DEEP
SPACES

8’ DEEP
SPACES

CENTER
4’ ROW
SPACES

OUTDOOR
SPACES

December Entry Form ù Deadline April 10, 2006
Applications accepted on an alternate basis only after this date.

Please fill out this entry form and mail to:
Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival

3709 Westerfield NE, Suite A, Albuquerque, NM 87111

Name PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Business Name PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Address PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

City PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP State PPPPPPPPP Zip PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Phone PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Cell PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

email PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

I plan to share a booth with PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

If sharing, list person responsible for payment PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

List all items to be exhibited PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

BOOTH FEES
10’ Deep Spaces

____10 x 10............................................................$425.00

____15 x 10 ............................................................$600.00

____20 x 10............................................................$775.00

NOTE:  The opportunity to request corners and electricity will be
provided with acceptance letter.

CHECKLIST
! Entry Form Completed
! 6 slides or photos enclosed (including booth display) OR
! 6 digital images e-mailed to photos@riograndefestivals.com

(300 dpi JPEG, 3Nx5N or 4Nx6N)

! Deposit equal to half booth fee enclosed $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! $20.00 Entry Fee – Separate Check (2005 exhibitors exempt) $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! $75.00 Sharing Fee per extra person $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! TOTAL AMOUNT PAID $ PPPPPPPPPPP
! Please charge to my Visa, Mastercard, Discover Card or

American Express (subject to 3.75% handling fee)

# PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Exp. Date PPPPPPPP Customer Code PPPPPPPPPPP

Amount PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Signature PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

Make check or money order payable to:
Rio Grande Arts and Crafts Festival. Thank You!

RISK & LIABILITY
ùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùùù

The exhibitor agrees to hold harmless the Rio Grande Arts & Crafts
Festival, and any of its employees, directors or volunteers from any
damage or loss to exhibitor’s property or any personal injury he/she
or helpers may sustain during the show. The Festival Committee
reserves the right to cancel the Festival due to Acts of God, weather,
or unforeseen events out of the producer’s control, in which case the
producer will not be liable for refunds or other liabilities. Exhibitors
should purchase their own insurance. The Festival may use
exhibitor’s slides or photos for publicity purposes only.

I have read and I agree to the Risk & Liability, guidelines and regu-
lations in this brochure.

Signature PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP Date PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP



ùùùùùùù OCTOBER FESTIVAL ùùùùùùù

October 6, 7, 8 & 13, 14, 15, 2006
Fridays – October 6 & 13 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturdays – October 7 & 14 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sundays – October 8 & 15 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Every October, 75,000 shoppers from all over the
world converge on the signature “big tent” of the Rio
Grande Arts & Crafts Festival. Framed by the colorful mass
ascensions of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta,
this top-notch juried show features the work of more than 250
fine artists and craftspeople from throughout the U.S. The
artists report great sales, and our shoppers are captivated by
artist demonstrations, fun kid’s activities, and the live music
and delicious food in our shaded outdoor pavilion – all of
which adds up to a ranking as one of the “Top 60” in
Sunshine Artist’s “200 Best Shows,” and a spot as one of New
Mexico’s best loved annual events.

Here are some excerpts from Sunshine Artist maga-
zine about our October show:

• “Awesome show for us and for most artists – we had 
quality crowds – people were buying like crazy.” 

• “This show gets better every year! I had customers tell 
me this is the only show in the city they come to.” 

• “The show had a very high-energy, fun atmosphere 
which moved the customers to buy.” 

• “This show caters to the artists. The quality of the work 
is terrific and diversified. Management is the best!” 

Quoted in ArtFair SourceBook:
• “A large tourist crowd (from all over the country/world) 

spills over from the International Balloon Fiesta.”
• “This event attracts a huge crowd.” 
• “Event is very well organized and advertised.”
• “Buy/sell is rarely present at this show.”

ùùù Location & Exhibitor Space ùùù

The 14 acre Festival site is ideally located to attract
traffic from the Balloon Fiesta, and to be convenient to
city residents. Located at the southwest corner of I-25 and
Paseo del Norte, there is easy access from the frontage road
as well as acres of free parking.

The 18th Annual Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival
will be held in a 40,000 square foot, fully enclosed,
semi-permanent structure complete with astroturf.
Approximately 250 booth spaces will be available for exhibit-
ing artists. Spaces are 8’ deep, 10’ deep, or 4’ deep.
Exhibitors must supply their own back and side walls. Pipe
and drape is also available to rent. Center row spaces are 4’
deep, with draping along the back only. (Site map available on
our website.) 

The Outdoor Artist’s Market is located in the outdoor
pavilion area. Spaces are on astroturf and exhibitors supply
their own canopies. Canopies must be fireproof and approved
by the Fire Marshal. 

Overnight security will be provided during the Festival and
also Monday through Thursday so exhibitors displaying indoors
both weekends can remain set up. 400 watts of electricity will
be available inside the tent only if ordered and prepaid.

We welcome your application to the 18th annual
show this October! Be sure to mail in the entry form by
April 10, 2006.

ùùùùùù DECEMBER FESTIVAL ùùùùùù

December 1, 2, 3, 2006
Friday, December 1 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 2 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 3 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

The first weekend in December is prime time for hol-
iday shopping – and as thousands of New Mexicans
have learned, the premier gift-buying venue is the Rio
Grande Arts & Crafts Festival Holiday Show.

This juried show features the work of more than 200 fine
artists and craftspeople from around the country. The artists
enjoy the relaxed ten-to-five festival schedule and delight in
the enchanting ambience of New Mexico at holiday time. 

As for the shoppers, they’re immersed in the spirit of the
season by artist demonstrations, live music, the Holiday
Cookie Walk, the Holiday Creation Station, and more. It’s no
wonder this lively event was ranked in the “Top 70” in
Sunshine Artist’s “200 Best Shows.”

Here are some excerpts from Sunshine Artist maga-
zine about our December show:

• “The promoters were excellent. The show was very
high quality.” 

• “This was a great show with great advertising and great 
treatment of artists!” 

• “This was a terrific show. Ruth and her crew do a great 
job. They are also such a pleasure to work with.” 

• “This was an excellent show. Sales were excellent. It 
was also easy to do. The staff makes you feel cared
about, and they are very helpful to exhibitors. This is a
rare thing to see these days.” 

Quoted in ArtFair SourceBook:
• “This is a something for everyone show.”
• “Event is well-organized, well-promoted, and 

advertised.”
• “Staff gets very high marks from exhibitors.”

ùùù Location & Exhibitor Space ùùù

The Holiday Rio Grande Arts & Crafts Festival
will be held in the Manuel Lujan Exhibit Complex at
Expo NM Fairgrounds.

The Festival site is a familiar venue to all who live in
Albuquerque and is centrally located in the heart of the
city. There is easy access to I-40, close proximity to hotels,
restaurants, and shopping malls as well as ample parking. 

Approximately 200 booth spaces will be available. All
spaces are 10’ deep. (Site map available on our website).
Exhibitors must supply their own back and side walls. Draping
may be rented. Overnight security will be provided during the
Festival. 400 watts of electricity will be available only if
ordered and prepaid.

We welcome you to join us for the 7th Annual Holiday
Show this December! Please fill out the entry form and
mail it in by April 10, 2006.

ùùùùùùùùù CALENDAR ùùùùùùùùù

April 10, 2006 – Postmarked Deadline for October and December
entries. Applications will be taken on an alternate basis only after this date.
May 10, 2006 – Jury replies mailed and e-mailed. Checks
deposited and charges processed.
June 15, 2006 – Remainder of October booth fees due today, or booths are
subject to cancellation. Last day for refund less $100.00 charge if canceling.
July 15, 2006 – Remainder of December booth fee due today, or booths are
subject to cancellation. Last day for refund less $100.00 charge if canceling.


